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Syllabus

Contents:

Knowledge and the different knowledge levels. Science as basis for professional
qualification. The university as a space for knowledge appropriation, generation and
diffusion. Research typologies. Research project. ABNT style guide. Writing and
presenting academic and technical and didactical assignments. Plagiarism.



Context or expected learning outcomes:

In accordance with the National regulation from Brazilian Ministry of Education, the
content of this course will allow the development/improvement of competencies
described in article 4!, specifically: I, II, IV, V, VI, VII and VIIL

Learning goals
Main goal
To understand the process of scientific research and its application in social sciences.

Specific goals

To enable the student in distinguishing scientific knowledge from other types of
knowledge.

To stimulate the student to understand the relevance of science for his professional
domain.

To understand the research types.

To implement ABNT style guide in practical assignments.

To understand and implement a research project in its fundamental features.

Methodology

Expositive lectures. Supervised practical assignments. Research activities to be
developed by groups. Manuscripts, reports and/or monography readings. Writing and
interpretation of academic texts.

Academic Assignments (7DE):
The groups must prepare a short research project comprising title, introduction, literature
review, research design, schedule of planned activities, and references.

Schedule

Sep. 28: General introduction to the course. General introduction to Research methods in
social sciences. Types of knowledge. Reading and interpreting non-academic
texts. Argumentation and socialization about the text. Identifying students’
needs regarding the competence’s development in the field of academic writing.

Oct. 5™: The ABNT style guide. Introduction structure, subject presentation from general
to specific, research question, preparing main and specific goals. Analysis of
manuscript’s introduction section.

Oct. 19: How to find a research theme. Deciding on a theoretical, practical or theoretical-
practical research theme. Assignment: preparing the text by the group.

Oct. 26: How to write a research question, and to set main and specific goals. Supervision
of students for preparing research question, main and specific goals for their
assignments.

Nov. 9": How to prepare justification for the study. Supervision of groups.

Nov. 16: First assignment (A1). The structure of literature review section.

Nov. 23: Searching, choosing, reading and citing scientific papers in open databases (e.g.
Google Scholar, Dimensions, Emerald Insight, SCOPUS, Web of Science, etc.).

L http://portal.mec.gov.br/cne/arquivos/pdf/rces004_05.pdf



Nov. 30: Research methods types, data collection and analyses techniques. Schedule.
References. Supervision for preparing research design, schedule and references
sections.

Dec. 7": Class reserved for finishing the short research project.

Dec 14: Final assignment (A2). Presentation of research projects.

Rubric

Processual and cumulative.

Al (40%):

First part of research project: introduction section (containing problematics, research
question, main and specific goals, justification).

A2 (60%):

Second part of research project: literature review, research design, schedule, and
references.

Each section will be assessed according to a proper form.
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