	
	



[image: image1.jpg]- ¢ m 2010.€S
Education and Culture DG




www.eu2010.es
                    




Presidencia española de la Unión Europea
[image: image2.png]



	Internationalization of Higher Education. A foresight exercise for 2020 and beyond. Universidad Complutense de Madrid 
 

	Madrid, April 19 - 20 


Context

The context of the conference is the increasing internationalisation of higher education in a globalizing world, sometimes described as flattened because of an increasing international interconnectedness and a world-wide perspective on common problems and challenges.  

This event focuses on the best ways to enhance the interaction and cooperation among higher education institutions throughout the world. Particular focus will be placed on the increasing global mobility of students, collaboration in teaching and research, the needs of the global labour market and joint transnational inter-university activities addressing global challenges. These issues will be analysed from the perspective of a long term vision on the internationalisation of higher education.

According to a survey by the International Association of Universities (IAU) higher education institutions attribute a growing level of importance to internationalization. The main motivations for internationalization are (1) mobility and exchanges for students and teachers, (2) teaching and research collaboration, (3) academic standards and quality improvement, (4) development of joint research projects, (5) co-operation and development assistance, (6) curriculum development, (7) international and intercultural understanding

Cooperative exchanges and joint efforts will be examined putting together experienced stakeholders throughout the world to discuss the challenges they face and the measures that could help to create and to strengthen links in higher education.

Objectives

The purpose of the conference would be 

· Mutual learning and exchange of best internationalization experiences and best practices

· To present the higher education models in different parts of the world and further discuss and explore its future in the global context

· To identify new avenues for international higher education cooperation between different parts of the world

Target public

This conference is aimed mainly at opening this dialogue between representatives of the university world, within and beyond Europe, rather than at policy makers. We would like to gather representatives from university organisations from as many countries as possible and through them disseminate the conclusions of the conference within their networks. A maximum of  150 participants is envisaged. 

Format 

The Conference will last for 11/2 days comprising five different types of sessions:

· Opening session by representatives of the Ministry of Education of Spain, Commissioner of Education.

· Plenary sessions with distinguished speakers from Universities, Businesses, Civil Society Organisations and other Knowledge-building institutions. 

· Workshops focusing on each of the four aims of the Conference, i.e.   

In the workshops a moderator will introduce the subject. Three speakers representing universities, other stakeholders (Civil Society Organisations, Enterprises, European Commission, etc.) and policy makers could briefly make short introductory speeches (10 minutes) followed by a reaction from the other panellists and a final Debate/Q & A session with the audience. A rapporteur should be appointed for each session summarising the main findings and conclusions of each workshop as an input for the Plenary Conclusion session.

· Plenary conclusion session giving the feedback, conclusions and recommendations from the workshops

· Closing session at political level involving the highest possible level from the Commission and the Spanish government.

Expected outcome: 

To develop and further elaborate ways of dealing with concrete aspects of the internationalisation of higher education, focusing in the long term vision of the internationalisation of higher education. Concrete outcomes could be:

· Recommendations, good practices and benchmarks for the further development of higher education models and its global links with other parts of the world.

· Input for new Commission work and possible Council decision/resolution on the topic encouraging Member States to further work together and co-ordinate their policies.

· A deeper involvement of the engagement of all the stakeholders in the process

	



