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Globalization brings multiple changes around the world - political, economic, financial, and technological - and integrates the whole world in a single 
system which enables unprecedented ease and speed of travel, information, and communications. Globalization may be an age-old process, but it has 
become especially powerful since the end of the Cold War and now forms the dominant paradigm for international relations. This system most 
definitely extends far beyond finance and trade and includes wide-ranging cultural implications. Altogether, Globalization raises profound ethical and 
identity issues for nations and individuals alike. 
 
Students will be expected to follow current affairs closely and participate actively in class discussion, drawing upon their experience and the prescribed 
readings to reflect upon the implications of globalization in their own lives and for the future of humankind. We shall refer only briefly to finance, trade, 
and economics. We shall examine the implications of changes for the nation-state, the hitherto dominant mode of political organization and allegiance: 
as the nation-state loses some of its role as economic and legal authority and yields functions both upwards to international organizations and 
downwards to corporations, civil society, and individuals, as well as to markets largely exempt from political and social control.   

Lectures, discussions. 

Successful completion of the course should enhance students’ ability to appreciate the major consequences of actual existing globalization; whether 
the “system” is sustainable in its present configuration; and to evaluate the benefits and the costs of this “system” for those who win and for those 
who lose. 

Two short written assignments and regular participation in class discussion  

Manfred B. Steger, Globalization. A Very Short Introduction, (Oxford UP), 2003 or 2009 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 

Robert Wade: “The Asian Debt-and-Development Crisis of 1997-?: Causes and Consequences” 
Giovanni Arrighi: “Globalization, State Sovereignty, and the ‘Endless’ Accumulation of Capital” 
Francis Fukuyama: “Economic Globalization and Culture” 
Philip Jenkins, “The Next Christianity”  


